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From Where I Sit . . .

“PSALMS 51 – DAVID'S PENITENTIAL PSALM”

David, King of Israel, “a man after God's own heart” (I Sam. 13:14) – what a fitting description
of this man whom Jehovah had personally chosen not only to be King of Israel, but the very seed line of whom the “righteous
Branch” (Jer. 23:5-6) the Messiah Himself would come.  The story of David the shepherd boy who became  David the mighty
King of Israel, is a character study in the depth and capacity for feeling within the human soul.  His life’s story and his works
in the Psalms give us a glimpse at man in victory, as well as in defeat, yet one who sustains a childlike faith in God.  We learn
from David how to trust in God in Psalms 23, how to avoid the pitfalls of life – Psalms 1, and how to approach God in deep
penitence when we fall into sin – Psalms 51.

It was in the midst of a very colorful part of Old Testament History that we come to the event that triggered  the text
of our study.  David was in the heyday of prosperity and power.  His armies and generals won victories for him, while he
enjoyed the luxury of his palace.  His servants devotedly obeyed, even when he required them to commit crimes.   Sometime
after his seven and one half year reign in Hebron (II Sam. 5:5), and following his capture of Jerusalem and uniting all of Israel
under one kingship, David’s soldiers under Joab went to battle to finish the job begun a few months earlier of putting down an
Ammonite uprising (II Samuel 10-11:1). “But David tarried still at Jerusalem” (v. 1).  The reader may rehearse the story more
carefully in II Samuel Chapter 11 of the ensuing adulterous union between David and Bathsheba, and the eventual plot to
murder Uriah the Hittite in order to cover David's sin that lead to a child being born.

When Nathan's rebuke, like lightning from a clear sky, smote him, ‘Thou art the man!’ it was as though the whole
fabric of his earthly bliss melted like a dream, leaving him alone with these two – conscious guilt and Divine displeasure.  David
had in an instant  recognized the horribleness of his crimes.  With a broken heart he cried out, “I have sinned....”    (II Samuel
12:13).  He had lost what the world could not give, and all the world cannot make up for.   In a Psalm of deep penitence, he
would later cry out for God to “restore the joy of thy salvation” (Psalms 51:12).

In Psalms 51, David captures the true significance of our Lord’s words yet to be uttered from the Sermon on the Mount:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 5:3).  We have here a man who is so spiritually
impoverished and bankrupt, that he empties himself of foolish pride.  David cries out from the depth of ruin and despair with
a full realization that he cannot of himself bring about a reconciliation with God.  He is indeed “poor in spirit,” which is where
all true penitence and relief begin.

Note the penetrating depth of David’s prayer for forgiveness.  He begins by throwing himself totally  on the mercy of
the Lord without any efforts at excuse making.  David does not plead innocence and ask God to vindicate him.  Instead, he
appeals to God’s “mercy,” “steadfast love,” and “abundant mercy” (v. 1). These three words describe the attitude that he
yearns for God to have toward him.  A guilty soul can only seek mercy. 

Who could ever have felt a deeper, more heart-lifting joy than David who wrote in Psalms 32: verses 1 and 2, “Blessed
is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputeth not iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no guile.”  Sweet and pleasant was the relief flooding a distraught soul when God’s word of
forgiveness came to David.  Nathan said: “Jehovah also hath put away thy sin” (II Sam. 12:13).  David knew a good and
loving God.  Indeed, great is our God. “Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, ye righteous: and shout for joy,  all ye that are
upright in heart” (Psalms 32:11).  In the words of a great old invitation song, “If you are tired of the load of your sin, let
Jesus come in to your heart.”

. . . . Terry Broome
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Wed. Bible Study. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sunday Bible Study. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
Sun. A.M. Worship .. . . . . . . . . . . 115
Sun. Night Worship.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .

 Contribution. . . . . . . . . . . . $6828.00
Budget.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $7556.00

One 
Measure

Of Our 
Love

Please pray for our sick and remember
them with cards, calls and visits.
Rosa Myers will be seeing a heart
surgeon this week. The doctors started
her on heart medication. Please keep her
in your prayers. 
Stan Hastings continues to undergo his

chemo treatments. Please pray for Stan and also for the
treatments to be successful. 

LONG-TERM PRAYER LIST
Wendy Baird
Irene Gist
Rachel Underwood
Ken Lawrence
Meghan Cornelison
Joan Jackson
LaRue Anderson
Vara Stiles 
Tammy McGuire
James Rice 
Ginger Myers
Becky Russell 
Sam Wright
Mary Lawrence
Harold Reynolds 
Judy Roberts
Angie Sutton, 191 Nichols St., Dutton, AL 35744.
Jackie Evans, employee of Woods Cove Florist, 2661
Snodgrass  Rd. 35769.
Jennifer Chandler, Tommy Bellomy’s daughter &
Janet Necklaus’ sister
Judy Solomon, sister of Martha Pendley.
Gaynell Dover, sister of Diann Laney, 715 Holloway
Road, Lebanon, TN 37090. 
Kenny Jimenez, son- in-law of Dave & Elane Bagley
and brother-in-law of David & Ashley Dover, 124
Helen Ave., Modesto, CA 95354.
Winston Busby, brother of Doris Laney, 198 Weaver
Rd., Henagar, AL 35978.
Sally Abbott, aunt of Bill Price, 440 2nd St., S Naples,
FL 34102-8620.
Shep Knight, child of Jo Reed Brumley’s cousin.
Tom & Mary Ann Worst, Libby Crona’s brother &
sister-in-law.
Jordan McCormack, US Navy
Trent McCormack, US Navy
Jordan Holt, US Navy

Abigail Holt, US Navy
Nathan Bridges, US Air Force-Reserve
Paige Chrisman, US Air Force
Nathaniel Doan, US Marine Corps
Anthony Worst, US Marine Corps

NURSING HOME RESIDENTS & HOMEBOUND

Cloverdale 
Manor

412 Cloverdale Rd.
Scottsboro, 35768

Helen Ott

Rosewood
Manor

1513 Co. Park Rd.
 Scottsboro, 35769

Doris Johnson

Southern
Estates

212 E. Stewart Rd.
Scottsboro, 35769
Tommy Bellomy

Jean Hancock 1703 Stewart Rd., 35768

Polly Franklin 9440 Hwy. 79 Bypass, 35768
Mark Little 107 Benson Lane, 35768
Elsie Goodman 406 S Houston St., 35768
Martha Nan Baker 701 Monroe St., NW, Russellville, 35653

Nell Anderson 121 Brookridge Dr., Apt. 133, Madison, 35758
Al Evett 49 Hughes Rd., Apt. 24, Madison, 35758

AREA EVENTS
Meridianville church of Christ invites you to join
them for a Fall Gospel Meeting with Lonnie
Jones! 

Sunday, October 25th –  Wednesday, October 28th

Then shall the earth yield her
increase; and God, even our own
God, shall bless us. 

– Psalms 67:6  
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For Such A Time As This

Esther could have died. Sure, all the Jews were scheduled to
die anyway but Esther could have been the first one. She did
something that was illegal and went, unsummoned, to the
king. The punishment for doing so was a date with the royal
executioner. And why would she do such a thing, take such
a risk? Let’s rewind a little bit. After finding out about an
evil man’s plot to kill all the Jews, a man named Mordecai
grieved so publicly that Esther (his cousin) heard about it.
She asks what’s up and he tells her they’re all going to die.
He then asks her to go do something about it by talking to
the king. Her reply is: I can’t, that’s illegal. Then Mordecai
says: “Do not think that because you are in the king’s house
you alone of all the Jews will escape. For if you remain
silent at this time, relief and deliverance for the Jews will
arise from another place,  but you and your father’s family
will perish. And who knows but that you have come to royal
position for such a time as this?” (Esther 4:13-14). That was
enough of a push for Esther so she risks her life. 

That was a bold message to give to a queen! But what does
money, title, or position matter before God? No matter who
you are you cannot remain silent. Mordecai tells her: it is
your job to speak up. Cowardice has consequences. God will
punish those who live by fear and reward those who live by
faith. Mordecai then asks: why do you think you are where
you are? Was it just by chance that you became queen?
“From one man he made every nation of men, that they
should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times
set for them and the exact places where they should live”
(Acts 17:26). You are queen because God put you there!
And it wasn’t just by chance, you were placed where you are
for a purpose. You were called to be God’s instrument of
justice in such a time as this.

We live in uncertain times. It is usually a risk to speak up for
or about the Lord. Doing so could cost us friendships,
closeness to family, maybe even our employment. But who
knows if we haven’t been placed in our situation for such a
time as this? Perhaps you have been elevated in the
workplace so you would be in a position to speak to your
boss or a fellow employee about Christ. Perhaps God put
that friend in your life for more than just a golf partner. I
imagine the Lord also hoped that you would speak to him
about what would lead to his salvation. Could salvation
come from another place? Sure — but has not God raised
YOU up for this purpose? Boldness in Christ will surely be
rewarded. Being ashamed of His name... not so much. In
case you were wondering, Esther spoke up in her time and
the Jews were saved. Will we speak up in ours,  in such a
time as this? I think people could be saved today also if we
do.

Doug Wells
Camden Avenue church of Christ

Parkersburg, WV

The Learning Center gratefully acknowledges a
monetary donation in memory of Glenda Moore
from Sam & Roxie Wright.

We regret to announce that
Clyde Romy, brother-in-law
of Marjorie Rice, passed
away on October 15th.  His
funeral service was held on
Tuesday in Ohio. Our love
and sympathy are extended to
Marjorie and her family.

The CIA group thanks you for taking the cards
that were put out last Sunday. If everyone mailed
their cards, we will have sent greetings to 80
individuals. We appreciate your efforts. May the
good Lord bless you.

Daylight Saving Time Ends on
November 1st. Remember to
move your clocks back one
hour before you go to bed on
Saturday night. 

 

Time and the
Christian

God gives Christians grace and mercy in times of need.
(Hebrews 4:16)

God sent Jesus to the world in the fullness of time.
(Galatians 4:2)

We should bless the Lord at this present time and for
evermore. (Psalms 115:18)

There is an appointed time for your death and
judgement. No one can escape this appointment.
(Hebrews 10:27)
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ELDERS
TOMMY BELLOMY 574-3573 DAVID PRECISE 574-3790

PAT RUSSELL 259-0800 BRAD WILHELM 244-0561

DEACONS  
Dave Bagley Josh Baird Rick Baird

Jo Reed Brumley David Dover Joel Gardner
Nick Ledbetter Joe Manning Roger Myers
Nelson Page John A. Porch Dave Precise

Mark Price Scott Roberts
William Underwood Russell  Wilhelm

TERRY BROOME, Minister. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 575-2454
E-mail address. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . tbroome@scottsboro.org

CHAD BROWN, Youth Minister. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (334)799-2382
E-mail address. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . chadpandj@gmail.com

 
OFFICE   PHONES. . . . . . . 574-2489 & 259-6162 Fax 259-5057
E-mail address  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . chchrist@scottsboro.org

Our Web Site:. . . . . . . . www.broadstreetchurchofchrist.com 

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

WORSHIP. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sunday 9:55 A.M. and 6:00 P.M.
BIBLE STUDY. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Sunday 9:00 A.M.
                                                and Wednesday 6:30 P.M.
LADIES BIBLE CLASS. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Tuesday 10:00 A.M.

Those to Serve. . .
SUNDAY, October 25, 2020
Announcements: Buddy Holt
Song Leader: Mark Price
Prayer: Brad Laney
Serve at the Lord’s Table:
Presiding: Robin Shelton
Speaker: Terry Broome
Closing Prayer: Rabon McCormack

WEDNESDAY  BIBLE STUDY:
Scripture: Tim Allen
Song Leader: Chad Brown
Prayer: Jim Brown

CONTACT ELDER: David Precise

OPEN & CLOSE BUILDING FOR THE MONTH:
By Committee 

If you are unable to serve, please call: 
Dave Precise 256-599-6668 -or- Dave Bagley 256-609-6468

The Learning Center Pre-School (Infants - 4 yrs.)

Debra Wilhelm, Director  " 259-0005

mailto:tbroome@scottsboro.org
mailto:moore5.16@gmail.com
mailto:moore5.16@gmail.com
http://www.broadstreetchurchofchrist.com

