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From Where I Sit . . .
“Guarded By The Power Of God”

In

recent weeks we studied “Sanctification” and noted that a Christia n is “Set Apart” or
“Consecrated” by the Spirit of God to pursue a life of holiness. This does not mean being a
Christian is easy. The world in whic h we sojourn does not encourage Godly living. As evidence of this we merely have
to note the brazen and forward messages coming forth in tele vision commercials these days – not to even mention the
strong messages within the actual programs and movies. There are powerful forces tha t a re be nt on our spiritual
destruction, but the significance of being a Christian includes help that othe rs do not have. We are “ke pt by the powe r
of God through faith...” There is help from our Father in heaven, who is concerned for the child that now belongs to Him
– His own special protection is available to those who remain faithful to Him.
Peter writes of this protection in 1 Pe te r 1:3-5 ( KJV ) 3Ble sse d be the God and Fathe r of our Lord Je sus
Christ, which according to his abundant mercy hath be gotte n us again unto a live ly hope by the re surre ction of
Je sus Christ from the de ad, 4To an inheritance incorruptible , and unde file d, and that fade th not away, rese rve d
in he ave n for you, 5Who are ke pt by the powe r of God through faith unto salvation ready to be re ve ale d in the last
time .
Not only does Peter affirm that we are “ke pt by the power of God,” he refers to how we are kept by the power
of God – “through faith.” He employs a military term meaning “to mount guard as a sentinel; figuratively, to hem in,
protect” (Strongs). Therefore we can rightly say that a Christian is “guarded by the power Of God!” God is our victory.
Our confidence comes from God’s power, not our own - Philippians 4:13 ( KJV ) 13I can do all things through Christ
which stre ngthe ne th me .
He provides power that is greater than Satan - Ephe sians 3:16 ( KJV ) 16 “That he would grant you, according
to the riche s of his glory, to be stre ngthe ne d with might by his Spirit in the inne r man.” Yes, it is God who gives us
the victory through Jesus Christ (1Cor. 15:57). By His grace we are “Guarde d By The Powe r Of God” (1 Pe t. 1:5).
But that such grace might not be re c eived in vain (2Co 6:1) we need to remember our responsibility to remain faithful.
The Bible teaches the security of the believer. No one can snatch a believer out of the hand of God - John 10:2829 ( KJV ) 28 “And I give unto the m e te rnal life ; and the y shall ne ve r pe rish, ne ither shall any man pluck the m out
of my hand. 2 9 M y Fathe r, which gave them me , is gre ate r than all; and no man is able to pluck them out of my
Fathe r’s hand.” Nothing can separate a believer from the love of Christ - Ro 8:35-39. But note carefully: these
promises are for one who is a believer! The Bible also teaches a believer may become an unbeliever - He bre ws 3:12-14
( KJV ) 12 “Take he e d, bre thre n, le st there be in any of you an e vil he art of unbe lie f, in de parting from the living
God. 13But exhort one anothe r daily, while it is calle d To day; le st any of you be harde ne d through the de ce itfulne ss
of sin. 14For we are made partake rs of Christ, if we hold the be ginning of our confide nce ste dfast unto the e nd;”
Yes, a believer can develop “an e vil he art of unbelie f.” In so doing, such a person “departs from the living God.”
When a believer becomes an unbeliever, the promises of security for the believer are no longer applicable! This explains
the many warnings in the Scriptures to remain faithful (Re v. 2:10). Some say there is no need to be concerned; however,
The Bible warns about the danger of becoming hardened by “the deceitfulness of sin,” but we are not alone in our
resistance; “the God of all grace ” stands ready to assist us. 1 Pe te r 5:10 ( KJV ) 10 “But the God of all grace , who hath
calle d us unto his ete rnal glory by Christ Je sus, afte r that ye have suffe red a while , make you pe rfe ct, stablish,
stre ngthe n, se ttle you.”
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