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From Where I Sit . . .

“THE CHALLENGE OF THE CROSS”

There are somewho seem tobe born to sacrifice themselves for the good of others. In the animal kingdom,
we accept this for our own survival when it comes to using these animals for a vital food supply. We

reason, “They were born for this purpose.” It’s more difficult to accept that there are individuals who freely and
selflessly choose a course that would mean their deaths for the good of mankind.

Yet Jesus lived for this very purpose: to offer himself as a sacrifice in the place of others:

Matthew 20:28 (KJV) 28Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to
give his life a ransom for many.

He came to destroy him who had the power of death, Satan:

Hebrews2:14 (KJV) 14Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh andblood, he also himself
likewise took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death,
that is, the devil;

He came to put away the guilt of sin that was destroying the race:

Hebrews 9:26b (KJV) 26. . . .but now once in the end of the world hath he appeared to put away sin by
the sacrifice of himself.

As the cross was a challenge to Jesus, it is also a challenge for His disciples

Mark 10:38 - 39 (KJV) 38But Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye drink of the cup
that I drink of? and be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with? 39And they said unto him,
We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the
baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized:

His example calls for our willingness to be cross bearers as well.

Matthew 16:24 (KJV) 24Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny
himself, and take up his cross, and follow me.

The cross is always before us as a challenge to our lives, to be just like Christ. As it was the culmination of Jesus’
life, living loyal to the cross must be the culmination of ours as well.

. . . Terry Broome


