ol From Wherel Sit. ..

“H ope”
’ t'sasimple word but avery encompassing thought arrives fromit. “Hope.” Yearsago |
I learned a big difference exists between “just wishing” and “real hope.” | usedtowish|
would get all sorts of expensivethings for Christmas, but | knew therewasn’t much reason
to hope for those things as they were out of my family’ sfinancia reach. Kidsstill do that don’t they? In spite of our
spending more on Christmas than we ever imagined we would, we still can’'t produce everything on the“wish list.”
Hope gets us down to reality — where we have some strong and reasonabl e expectation of receiving athing.

That, my friends, is what is so wonderful about the religion of the New Testament. It overflows with the
abundance of hope. God’s message to mankind is that there are readlities just beyond the vale of death that we are
entitled by Hisgraceto hopefor. Eveninthislifethere arethingswe can hopefor which those outside of Christ have
no morethan just wishful thinkingabout. Likealittle street urchin, they can see through the glass afamily gathered
at the table feasting on food and love for each other. Yet the urchin has no hope of sharing in that joy, unless!!!
Unless the parents within that home reach out and make that child a part of the family! And that iswhat God has
done for those of uswho arein Christ Jesus.

You see, being a child of God makes one an heir. As an heir, the benefits of sonship are real and present.
Those who are not children of God can wish that their name would appear on the family roster all they want, but
wishing doesn’t make itso. Themarvel isthat they have not been abandoned in this state of hopel essness and wishful
thinking. God hasgiven them areason for hopeand it isthat they can be borninto thefamily of God and immediately
receive the birthright.

Therewas a peopleat another time whohad no hope. They were the Gentilesto whom God had not given the
opportunity to bein His family (Ephesians 2:12). Inthat state we aretold that they were* without hope.” Thetext
continues, however, “ But now in Christ Jesus yewho sometimes werefar off aremade nigh bythe blood of Christ”
(Eph. 2:13). God brought them in— included them.

Thismarvel oustruth makesbecoming aChristian themost meaningful transitionwe' |l makein thislife—from
death to life; darkness to light; despair to hope!! The redlization of this hope makes all the difference in the world
in the choices we make. “Beloved, now are wethe sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but
we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall seehim asheis. And every man that hath
this hopein him purifieth himself, even as heispure’ (I John 3:2-3).

Wemust call uponall our friendsand all those we don’t even know, and share with them the words of hope
that in Christ Jesus wecan have everlasting life. | call upon you who may be outside this family of God of which |
speak. Jesussaid, “ Verily, verily, | say unto thee, Except aman beborn again, he cannot see thekingdom of God”
(John 3:3). “Hethat believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned” (Mark
16:16).
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