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“Jesus Is the Answer
to Our Troubled World!”

I I ardly aday passeswithout the gloomand doom headlinesand tel evision reportsof killing, and stealing,

and crime everywhere--man's inhumanity to man--the apparent hopelessness of our human race!

Poverty and war threaten the dreams and hopes of countless millions who may soon perish off the
faceof theearth. All of usareaware of the horrible conditionsin so many parts of theworld, along withthe continuing
battle against terrorism that’s taking American and foreign lives daily. Many people are pessmistic about the future.
More than pessimistic, there is more a sense of hopel essness as regards our future. One author wrote that "Today, even
the survival of humanity is a utopian hope."

| remember the depressingwordsof asong of the 70's. "IsThat All TherelIs? If That'sall thereis, thenlet'skeep
dancing. Let'sbring out the booze and haveaball---if that'sall." Theartist wasfacing various"let downs,""bad trips,"---
viz. her house burning, her father dying. and the ultimate emptinessof not being ableto commit suicide, afraid shewould
haveto say onher last breath, "Isthat all thereis?' The song was one of utter pessimism and hopel essness, and was a sad
commentary on the emptiness and hopel ess pessimism that pervaded many of that generation. We wonder if it's any
different today.

In every generation there have been those for whom it seemed thislifeisall that thereis, and there is no hope
beyond the grave. Robert Ingersol, the noted agnostic, is reported to have said facing his own death: "Oh God, if there
be a God, save my soul, if | have a soul, from the pit of hell, if there be ahell." How helpless and hopeless!

There are afew voices of optimism---dreamers---politicianswho tell usit will get better.....They are aminority,
however. Against thisbackground of pessimism, Jesus Christ offersreal hope. I nfact, without Christ, thereisnohope.
There are many sensesin which the birth of Jesuswasin " the fulness of time" (Gal. 4:4), but one of them certainly is
that man had ample opportunity and experience by then to know that he could not save himself nor hisworld. Theworld
needed a Savior!!!

Today's "wise ones" are still searching where they cannot find for the answer to man's inhumanity to man, to
heartache, to dying---distress---disease. They've tried human philosophies: New Age with its mind over matter and so-
called "out of body" experiences, transcendental meditation, humanism, existentialism, astrology, evolution, Christian
Science, the drug culture, and numerous cultic approaches to defining man's needs and the fulfillment of them. We hear
there’ seven some new “ Oprah” formof non-religion that’ s supposedtofix theills of our world.  From the Fantasy world
of Camelot with King Arthur's dream of a utopian order, to the real world dream of the United Nations as a peace keeper
over the earth, men are longing and searching for remedies to their hopeless despair. Such movements have come and
gone, but only one has brought hope. Only one hasany hope of enduring: "Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today, and
forever" (Heb. 13:8). Theworld hashad far too many FALSE hopes, FALSE promises; however, Jesusisthereal thing!
CHRISTIANITY OFFERSA REALHOPETO THOSE WHOWILL ACCEPT JESUSWHO SAID: "I am come
that they might havelife, and that they might have it mor e abundantly.” (Jno. 10:10).

It' stimefor believersin Jehovah, the one and only ruler of thisuniverse, to lead amassive return to God and
Hisrighteousnessasthe answerto our ills. Political solutionsonly seem to be band-aid patches. Elsewhy dowehave
such cycles of world wars followed by short periods of peace only to repeat the cycle. Politics has a place, but

politicians need God! . = =« « Terry Broome



