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“Leadership Through Serving Others”

aday in thy courts is better than athousand. | had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my

God, than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.” Our Lord Himself came to minister unto man,
Matthew 20:28, *“Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give hislife aransom
for many.”

I tisan honor to be called upon to serve God’s peoplein any capacity. Psalms84:10, “For

Every Christian should longto beaservant, yet inspite of our faithfulnesstoserve, thereare somethingsthat would
go unattended if they areleft to everybody’ s business. In reality they would become nobody’ s business. Thus God ordained
that special servants (diakonoi — table waiters) be appointed in thechurch. Thisisabroad word and refersto everything from
“ministeringangels’ in Matt 4: 11 toMartha serving supper inJohn 12:2. But it has special significancein1 Timothy 3when
adistinctive set of servants are to be appointed in the churches.

Not every Christian is suited for thisoffice. One must first be proven. Proven what? Certainly dependable, faithful,
willing. A man should not be expected to be made adeacon for the honor of the office but for the specific assignment of work.
Y ou ruin aman to make a deacon of himand not have a work for him to do. Their work can be both spiritual, as with Stephen
and Phillipin Acts 7 and 8, or it can be of amaterial nature, asin Acts 6 written of table waiters who serve as a backdropto
what would become the New Testament office of “Deacon.”

On Sunday, January 6, our elders stood before this congregation in a very meaningful service in which they
commissioned three men to join the number of our present 16 deacons serving Broad Street. These men have now been
accepted to servetheLord’ speopleinthisspecial way. Thisspeakshighly of each oneof them. Gentlemen, the congregation
has demonstrated that they respect youand trust you as spiritually minded men who can represent the church well in the many
daily administrations. It is a serious challenge and a tremendous responsibility. Others are watching you for leadership
attitudes. Theseeight will join our existing body of deaconsbringing the number to 19. The other deaconsare: Jim Ander son,
Rick Baird, Jo Reed Brumley, Ryan Dunaway, Al Evett, Jim Flowers, Ernie Foster, Tom Hancock, Earl Hargrave, Ed
Jones, Roger Kime, C. B. Laney, Bill Parks, David Precise, Bob Rice, and J. A. Sharp.

Amongall thethingsthat areneededin theLord’schurch at large, and at Broad Street asalocal congregation,
arespiritually minded leaders— Menwhowill put an emphasison evangelismin every detail of their job description. Jesus
said that if we deliver even a cup of cold water in the name of adisciple we will not lose our reward (M atthew 10:42).

We ask you to view your roleswith seriousness and dignity, even if the work isto be adoor keeper inthe house
of God, or mai ntenance experts, benevolent crews, transportation, advertising, youth, missions, worship, education, counting
money, whatever it may be. Beagood steward. We areliving in the greatest of times as for opportunity to serve. A world
all around usis crying out with needs. Y ou can just throw adart and hit aneed somewhere. So be faithful MINISTERS
— STEWARDS- of thegrace of life. “ Aseach one hasreceived a gift, minister it to oneanother, as good stewards of
the manifold grace of God.” (1 Peter 4:10) We offer on behalf of each of you our heart-felt and fervent prayers that
God will bless your undertaking. To Him be the glory!!
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