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' “The Home As God Would Have It”

Thereisagood deal of evidence that the family unit aswe once knew it is breaking up,

~ and many of us have had to redefine what we mean by theword “family.” Single parents make
upa significant percentage of today’ sfamily units. Many grandparents are being forced into raising grandchildren where
their own parents have abdicated responsibility. Many children are being raised in broken homes from divorce. Many
may come to be raised in homes of lesbian and homosexual unions which are not Biblical families. Society is being
bombarded by propaganda to make this relationship acceptable.

Now more than ever in the history of our nation, we need to re-examine God’sfocus on the family: The
strength of the nation —in fact the welfar e of theworld —aswell asthe survival of the church —isbound up within
families. From the beginning, God ordained families, and then used the home as the basis for his communication and
work with mankind. He worked through Abraham’s family to bring about a great nation of Israel, and eventually the
blessingupon the wholeworld inthebirth of Christ. Andwho can forget Joshua sbold declaration on behalf of hisentire
family, “...asfor me and my house, we will servethe Lord” (Josh. 24:15).

For theHometo survivetoday, it must goback to God, the designer of the home We must have asystematic
program to teach God'’ s precepts, diligently, to our children “ And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children,
and shalt talk of them whenthou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by theway, and when thou liest down,
and when thou risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be asfrontlets between
thineeyes’ Deuteronomy 6:7-8.

Childrenwill be strengthened by watching astheir parentsdemonstrate their faith. They learn by observationlong
before they learn by commandments and instruction. In Deut. 6:20-25 Israel’s children were to learn of God's
involvementin their nation’ shistory when they asked what the commandments meant. A youngster will grow up always
aware of the primacy of God and the churchinlife when his parents stress that he must attend every service and function
of the church; when they attend with him; and when they use the opportunity to discuss why we do the things we do.

It isimperativethat the home truly be Christian. Christ must be exalted as Lord of the Home. We should
consider Him always as an unseen guest, and practice His presence among us. As afamily we should openly espouse
Chrigtian virtuesand values. We must purge out the old leaven of sin from our homes. Hospitals help folks get well by
providingaclean healthful environment. A filthy, contaminated hospital would do more harm than good. So wetoo must
put away the corrupting influence of sensuality ont.v., rental videos, music, magazines, and now the dreaded influence
of pornography on the internet.

Families are so very important, yet so little time most of us spend with them. Many are too busy making a
living. Their emphasisison livelihoodsinstead of lives. Because the child doesn’t say “Mother, | need to talk to you!”
“Dad, PLEASE giveme alittle of your time!” Weassumeall iswell. That'snaivity!!!! Wethen neglect arelationship
that only time and communication can build. Just because a spouse doesn’'t say, | need you to spend some time with me.
We need to talk, it doesn’t mean that everything isfine with the marriage. Isthere any wonder our nation is suffering
when the family structure is suffering? And Marriages are being broken? Realizing so much isat stake, we simply must
give attention to the proper relations and proper training within our homes.
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