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“Blessed Are The Dead...”

andthe great difficulty we have understandingit all. To simplify the book, however, one could say accurately

that it was written to show John things that must shortly come to pass, and was written for the pur pose of
helping real peoplein a real world look beyond distress and persecution to the victory that is assured in Jesus
Christ.

T he book of Revelation isawonderful book —yet a frightening book to most peopl e because of al the symbols

Victory assuredto the faithful isthe overall themeof thebook. Jesusisportrayed asthelamb that wasslain
and has prevailed, and overcoming saints are pictured as reigning with the Lord in the beautiful city of God. In
Revelation 14: 13, Johnhears avoicethat pronounces astate of blessedness upon thosewho “ dieintheLord.” They
shall “rest from their labors, and their works do follow them.”

Just as Jesus pronounced special Blessedness, or happiness in the Sermon on the Mount of Matthew
Chapter 5 (9 different times) upon those who are “Poor in Spirit,” “They that mourned,” “The Merciful,” “The
Meek,” “The Pure in Heart,” “The Hungry for Righteousness,” “The Peacemakers,” and “Those who suffer
faithfully,” Johnusesthevery sameword hereto describethe bliss of the onewho haswalked faithful with theLord,
and comes to the end of hisjourney and diesin the Lord.

Our ultimate joy, and hope liesin the precious provision God has madefor alife beyond thegrave whichis
promised usin Jesus Christ. While there are many obstacles that one might have to crossin getting to that goal, the
Holy Spirit wantsusto seethat the reward of eternal lifeis worth the endeavor and that blissawaitsthefaithful. “For
our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for usafar more exceeding and eternal weight of glory;
Whilewe look not at the thingswhich areseen, but at thethingswhich arenot seen: for thethingswhich areseen
are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal” (2 Cor. 4:17 - 18).

John’swriting in Revelation 14:13 isas relevant and as needed today as it ever was. Christians need to be
reminded of theimportance of staying faithful to the Lord and Hewill give usthe great reward which liesbeyond the
sufferingand distressinlife. 1t'sawonderful thing to know that God' s knows and that God cares. Intime of severe
persecution God’ speople desperatel y needed a messageof encouragement. The Lord sent thismessageto emphasize
that he knew what was going on, that he was standing in the midst of the churches, and that the forces of evil would
not succeed in destroying the church. He didn’t want the people to be discouraged.

There aretwo key concepts we need to consider in view of this great promise: Be Hopeful: Thereisrest
fortheweary. Thereishopein Christ Jesus. The Revelator saw pictures of anew day dawningin aheavenly realm
wheresaints would reign with God forever with notears, no sorrow, andno pain. Peter saw New Heavens and New
Earth (2 Peter 3:13). BeFaithful: Thispromiseis only to the faithful — those who die in the Lord — who remain

stedfast to the end.
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