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“STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN TO BEGIN”

must always keep in mind that as Christianswear e thestewards of God in every sense of theword.

Stewar dship istheexact relationship that God wishesto exist between Himself and Hischildren. We
arecommissioned to be good stewards of al that God hasentrusted to us— “ Asevery man hath receivedthe gift, even
S0 minister the same one to another as good stewards of the manifold grace of God” (I Peter 4:10).

We begin afour-week study of avery important and needed subject, “ Stewar dship,” on February 19. We

Every one of us has adifferent gift, talent, office, but we are each taught to exercise our role, or minister to
oneanother, asgood stewards. Peter equatesthiswith proper stewardship of the manifold, many expressions, of the
grace of God.

Theword “steward” signifies “amanager or servant of ahousehold.” So asteward isnot an owner. Instead,
heis a manager of what belongs to another and is held responsible to carefully account for his stewardship. The
parableof thefaithful and sensible stewardinL uke 12:41-48 illustratesthe issuesinvolved here. The steward of this
passagewasresponsibleto see that all theother servantswere properly fed, but hisperformance wassubject toreview
by his master with the possibilities of reward or loss based on his faithfulness.

Believersindividually and the church as awholeexist to begood stewardsof thetruth of God inevangelism
and discipleship through the exercise of the gifts each member of the body of Christ has from God. (1 Pet. 4:10).
We exist for the mission of penetrating the world to make believers so that they become healthy ministering saints
aswell.

Though stewardship appliesto every aspect of our responsibility toward God, *Stewardship of Our Material
Possessions’ is thethemefor thisparticular classseries. Jesus gavelittle thought to the subject of money for itsown
sake, yet he still placed agreat importanceon it in His teachings. In His parables and other teachings we find many
instructionson the proper placeof material possessions, and the useto be made of money. He had much to say about
the futility of seeking after riches (L uke 12:20-21); of laying up treasures on earth (M att 6:19-20); and of therich
man’ sdifficulty of getting into heaven (Mark 10:23-25). Furthermore he warns us to “Beware of covetousness’
(Luke 12:15).

God has given us many blessings. We must remember the Lord's words of Luke 12:48, “For unto
whomsoever much is given, of him shall much be required.” A Good Steward Will Honor the Lord With His
Substance—" Honour theLordwith thy substance, and with thefirst-fruitsof all thineincrease; So shall thy barns
be filled with plenty, and thy presses shall burst out with new wine” (Proverbs 3:9-10). Our classes will be
designed to help us grow in the grace of giving and to receivethe fullest joy and benefit that the Lord intended for
Jesus said, “ It ismore blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35).
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